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Overview/Description of Lesson

In January I will be taking part of our senior class to Poland to learn about 
Poland’s rich Jewish history, the Holocaust, and the post-war Jewish community 
as part of our 3 week Israel Poland Experience trip. This lesson will help prepare 
students with a brief review of some of the historical context (students had a unit 
on the Holocaust during their junior year) before focusing on 2 memorials that 
we’ll be visiting during our trip - the memorial at the back of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
and the Rapoport Warsaw Ghetto memorial in Warsaw.



Expected Outcomes

Students are familiar with the basic historical 
context when we arrive in Poland and they are 
able to make connections between what we 
learned and what we will see during our trip.



Historical Context 



World War II



Ghettoization 



Everyday Life in the Warsaw Ghetto



Small Group Activity

Split students into pairs and have them go through the photographs and answer 
the following questions to prepare for our group discussion:

● What do you see in the photographs?
● How do these photographs help us understand the experience in the Warsaw 

Ghetto?
● What surprises you about these photographs?
● How do these photographs differ from other photographs you’ve seen from 

the Holocaust period?
● Why do you think these photographs were taken and by whom?





























Deportation 



Post-war Memorialization 



Thinking about Memorials

● Depiction - literal vs. abstract
● Who or what is it memorializing
● Who is memorializing
● Space
● Time



Memorializing the Holocaust

● Early Jewish attempts to memorialize - Yizker Books
● Auschwitz Museum and Memorial - give students 

background and history regarding the memorialization 
and preservation of Auschwitz I and Auschwitz-Birkenau













Small group discussion

● Have students return to their pairs and jot down notes for our larger group 
discussion when we come back together.

● Read the quote on the following slide
● Was this project doomed from the start? What would happen if no winner 

was determined? 
● Then, look at the next slide with the two pictures of a monument

○ What do you see in the image in the left?
○ What do you see in the image on the right?

● Lastly, look at the slide with the two plaques. How do they differ?



Henry Moore at Auschwitz Memorial Announcement 
“The choice of a monument to commemorate Auschwitz has not been an easy task. Essentially, what has 
been attempted has been the creation - or in the case of the jury, the choice - of a monument to crime and 
ugliness, to murder and to horror. The crime was of such stupendous proportions that any work of art 
must be on an appropriate scale. But, apart from this, is it in fact possible to create a work of art that can 
express the emotions engendered by Auschwitz?
It is my conviction that a very great sculptor - a new Michelangelo or a new Rodin - might have achieved 

this. The odds against such a design turning up among the many maquettes submitted were always 
enormous. And none did. Nor were any of the purely architectural...projects fully satisfactory. 
There were, in the end, three projects, all of which were judged good, but none of which was considered 

entirely adequate. The jury considered that its primary task was not to award a prize, to decide which of 
these three was the best, but rather to ensure that the finest possible monument be built at Auschwitz. 
With this end in view, a unanimous decision was reached: the three best teams have been asked to 

submit, if possible, in collaboration, but if necessary singly, a new project or new projects. A final judging 
will take place in 1959. The jury will meet again to decide whether one of these projects is worthy of its 
approval, and if so, which.”







Rapoport Memorial
● Give students background information on the 

memorial.
● Discuss Rapoport quotes about the memorial (see next 

slides)
● Have students write down what they see on each side of 

the memorial (see next slides).
● Discuss the politicization of the memorial since it was 

created (see next slides).



Nathan Rapaport’s Warsaw Ghetto Monument - 1948 (5th 
anniversary of WGU)

“Could I have made a stone with a hole in it and said, 
‘Voila! The heroism of the Jews?’ No, I needed to show the 
heroism, to illustrate it literally in figures everyone, not just 
artists would respond to. This was to be a public 
monument, after all. And what do human beings respond 
to? Faces, figures, the human form. I did not want to 
represent resistance in the abstract: it was not an abstract 
uprising. It was real”



Nathan Rapaport’s Warsaw Ghetto Monument - 1948 (5th 
anniversary of WGU)

“A clearly national monument for the Jews, not a 
Polish monument. I wanted to show the Polish 
people who we really were.”









The memorial’s backdrop today  - POLIN Museum of the History of 
Polish Jews in the background



West German 
Chancellor Willy Brandt 



1988 - 45th Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

“We commemorate this struggle today in a special way 
because in this land, the land of so many uprisings, the 
uprising of the Jewish fighters was perhaps the most Polish 
of all uprisings.”

- Lech Wałęsa, leader of Solidarity



Resources

● United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
● https://aboutjewishpeople.com/warsaw-ghetto-color-photos/
● James E. Young’s book (1993): The Texture of Memory: Holocaust 

Memorials and Meaning

https://aboutjewishpeople.com/warsaw-ghetto-color-photos/
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