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One needs to create 
opportunities of original speech 
that are pertinent to the 
interests of the students and that 
can be seen as useful for real life 
situations.



One way to achieve 
this is 
through project-
based language 
learning (PBLL)

Questa foto di Autore sconosciuto è concessa in licenza secondo CC BY-SA-NC.
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PBLL end-of-unit 3 work

Objective: students will be able to wrap up a travel unit and use their 
acquired knowledge to act out a "real life" scenario.

Context: high school students at a novice high level of language. They have 
3 classes a week starting in August until the end of June. This is their 
second year. This series of activities would be used in the last 2 weeks of 
unit 3, so around the end of March/beginning of April.
Students are familiar with the basics of the language. They should know 
how to conjugate regular verbs in the present indicative and present 
perfect, they have learned to create negative sentences, ask questions, 
agree adjectives, use some basic prepositions and adverbs, They know 
how to speak in basic terms about themselves and their daily routines, 
their families, school, house, city and community. They also know how to 
talk about favorite activities, express likes and dislikes, agreement and 
disagreement, excitment and boredom. They learned some social 
conventions and traditions- They can read and understand authentic text 
that are at the lower end of an A2 level.

With these activities students will also acquire new cultural perspectives 
about some Italian cities.



Vado in Italia!
Cosa mi porto?



OSSE Standards:

Standard 1.1
IP.2.5 Initiate and close short conversations applying familiar, recombined phrases and sentences and expressions.

Standard 1.2 
I.2.3 Demonstrate understanding of spoken and written language based on new topics that are presented through a variety 
of media.

Standard 1.3
P.2.2 Present orally and in writing information that combines learned as well as original language in simple sentences and 
paragraphs

Standard 2
2.2.3 Research products, artifacts, dwellings, and symbols of the culture(s) emphasizing the cultural perspective.

Standard 3
3.1.3 Describe different weather and environmental conditions.
3.2.2 Present cultural geographic data.

Standard 4
4.1.2 Identify items of significance to the culture studied.



Agenda for the next six classes

Lesson 1: game day! Review vocabulary of weather

Lesson 2: Read A2 level text on Italian cities (Loescher)

Lesson 3: Give students a list of cities and ask  them to choose one for their 
own project. Give them an authentic text to read. While working, they 
will also research the weather in their chosen city in the season they want 
people to go.

Lesson 4: game day! Have students play with vocabulary of clothing to use 
to add that info to their presentations.

Lesson 5: Gallery walk students take turns presenting their 
drafts and answer questions their classmates ask.

Lesson 6:  students perfect their works and record their oral accounts of 
their presentations on flipgrid for submission as well. For students who are 
more advanced and would be done too early, teacher can offer an authentic 
video on how to prepare a suitcase, so that they can add it as a bonus 
in their presentations.



Can-do statements for the unit

• In my own and other cultures, I can identify the main seasons and typical 
weather in each season (interpretive)

• I can describe the current weather condition (presentational)

• I can identify and recognize weather conditions in differing geographical 
locations (interpretive)

• I can request and provide information about a weather forecast 
(interpersonal)

•I can identify and describe articles of clothing worn by myself or others 
(interpretive)
•I can identify what types of clothing I should wear based on the weather or 
situation (interpretive)
•I can request and provide information about clothing choices and preferences 
(interpersonal)
•I can identify and recognize clothing types and styles relevant to particular 
cultural norms and/or celebrations (investigate + interpretive)
•I can request and provide information about what one should wear based on 
the weather or situation. (interpersonal)
•I can talk or write about the similarities and differences in fashion choices 
based on a weather forecast or holiday celebration in my own and other 
cultures (presentational)
•I can write about the weather and geography in a target language country, 
and make a relevant packing list (presentational)



Can-do statements – continued

• I can identify major target culture countries and 
travel destinations (interpretive)

• In my own and other cultures, I can identify familiar 
landmarks and monuments and what they represent to 
people (interpretive + investigate)

• I can read and understand promotional materials 
with information about major target culture 
destinations, attractions, and activities (interpretive)

• I can create a packing list of clothing and other items 
needed for travel (presentational)



Time of lesson: 40 minutes

Objective: during this short lesson, in preparation of the 
task ahead, students will  recognize, recall and review 
vocabulary of weather.

Activities:
Greeting of each student at the door with questions about 
their weekend to engage with every one to foster speech 
development from the get-go (HLTP # 2 by Glisan and 
Donato)

Students will start by working individually with this 
Wordwall stack on weather.

Then, students will be randomly divided into teams to play 
Quizlet live with this stack.

Questa foto di Autore sconosciuto è concessa in licenza secondo CC BY-SA-NC.
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Time of lesson: 80 minutes

Objective: during this lesson, 
students will interpret and discuss a 
written text, implementing what 
they learned from the text to create an 
original discussion among classmates 
about their own reality.

Upon entering the classroom, after an 
SEL activity, students will be asked 
to take out their phones or computers 
and complete the following survey 
online.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BTYTPDL

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BTYTPDL


After having answered the survey, teacher will talk with the class about the results. Then students will 
establish what makes a place worth seeing by discussing the question "Cosa ti aspetti da una città che 
vuoi visitare?" with at least 4 different partners (HTLP # 2). In the end class will come back together and 
one of the students will lead the unfolding of the results collected by his/her classmates.

Teacher will then distribute a guided reading 
comprehension (A2 level) with some activities 
to complete. Although the text has been 
modified to fit the level of the students, this 
text will act as a spring board for the 
unscaffolded reading that students will 
conduct later within the end of this unit 
segment.

At the end of the reading, to maximize HTPL # 
2 and have one more chance to use the 
TL,  students will discuss the following task as 
an exit interpersonal activity: "Qual è la 
classifica delle 3 città più belle del tuo Paese o 
di un altro Paese che hai visitato? Discutine 
con i tuoi compagni. Parla di cosa fare, cosa 
vedere, cosa mangiare in queste città."

https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.
it/news/la-classifica-delle-citta-
italiane-da-visitare-32548

https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.it/news/la-classifica-delle-citta-italiane-da-visitare-32548
https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.it/news/la-classifica-delle-citta-italiane-da-visitare-32548
https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.it/news/la-classifica-delle-citta-italiane-da-visitare-32548


Time of lesson: 80 minutes

Objective: students will explore an 
authentic text and identify the key 
information they need to create their 
project.

Teacher will present PBLL scenario.

Scenario: As part of the outreach program of the Italian 
Embassy, you have been asked to create a short 
presentation for the guests who will be visiting the 
embassy during the Passport DC Around the World 
Embassy Tour Day.

They are looking for submissions of proposals in Italian by 
students of Italian in the DC metro area who will need to 
prepare an infographic or interactive presentation about 
an Italian city and explain orally in a nutshell (below 3 
minutes) what is there to see and eat, how the weather is 
in a specific time frame, what to pack that is appropriate 
not only for the weather but also for the cultural context.

Multiple presenters will be chosen and they will alternate 
in a rotation program thoughout the whole day.

Presentations will be in Italian.



Select an Italian city that interests you out of the 

list you will get. Each one of you will work on a 

different place. You will research what to see and 

eat, the weather and cultural context and create a 

packing list and style guide based on your 

findings. The most thorough and accurate works 

will be included in the embassy event, so be sure 

to be creative and include details!

Further instructions for students

Lezione 3



Before having access to the 
text for the day, students will 
be invited to read this 
wordweb. Throughout the 
reading they will use 
this template to create their 
own conceptual map (by 
going to https://bubbl.us/ ) by 
adding detailed elements that 
will be used for their 
presentations.

Students will also be provided with a list of 15 Italian cities and 
they will sign up to create their project on one of them.
Each of the students will work with a different city. If there are more students than
cities, then 2 students can work on the same larger city and choose two
different timeframes to go visit.

https://bubbl.us/


Students will be asked to work in small groups to 
interpret and analyze an authentic written text from 
an Italian website. The text, which is the unabridged 
and longer version of what students read during the 
previous lesson, will allow students to gain 
an understanding of what their chosen Italian cities 
have to offer, when the best time to go is and what is 
there to see and eat.  
Later on,they will also suggest what clothes to pack for 
the trip.
Each group will only read the city profiles and 
materials of each member of the group. So, for 
example, if there is a group of 3, they will read only 
the information related to their 3 cities.
The text is to be found 
here: https://www.travel365.it/classifica-citta-piu-
belle-d-italia.htm

Examples of parts of the text

https://www.travel365.it/classifica-citta-piu-belle-d-italia.htm
https://www.travel365.it/classifica-citta-piu-belle-d-italia.htm


Teachers will also send each group to an 
authentic Italian weather website. Students 
will focus their attention on the climate of the 
city they chose. They will visit this 
website: https://www.climieviaggi.it/clima/italia
and will click to the right on the list of Italian 

cities to find out how the weather is at different 
times of the year in the city they chose.

After reading and exploring the text with their
partners, students will come together to talk about
it with the other classmates and the
teacher.

If there is still time left...

https://www.climieviaggi.it/clima/italia


… students will start 
working on 
their written presentatio
ns. The created end-
product will be either an 
infographic or an 
interactive hotspot 
display using 
this website: https://ww
w.classtools.net/hotspot/i
ndex.php

They will have the 
weekend to complete the 
first draft to which they 
will add what to bring in 
the suitcase (during 
lesson 5).

Hotspot Dolomiti

Please click to see 
interaction:

https://www.classtools.net
/hotspot/202307-ZKSEWh

https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/index.php
https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/index.php
https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/index.php
https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/202307-ZKSEWh
https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/202307-ZKSEWh


Time of lesson: 40 minutes

Objective: during this short
lesson, students will 
review vocabulary of 
clothing to be able to fulfill 
the last part of their 
presentation.

ClassTools Vortex Game: 
Abbigliamento e accessori

After at-the-door conversation with 
students over the weekend, teacher will 
play vocabulary games with students to 
review clothing.

Blooket

Quizlet

https://www.classtools.net/vortex/202307-7Z3CmH
https://www.classtools.net/vortex/202307-7Z3CmH
https://dashboard.blooket.com/set/628f80b82691ebc829d1c5b6
https://quizlet.com/378177920/labbigliamento-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=c17516ec-7106-4cbe-aaad-80a4c57bb981


Time of lesson: 80 minutes

Objective: students will finish producing 
their written projects and will prepare to 
answer questions from their classmates 
about what they learned.

First students will put their finishing touches on the 
presentation drafts, and then they will do a gallery 
walk. Half of the students will stand near the 
classroom walls in a circle with their presentations 
available for viewing, the other half will move from 
one presenter to the other to hear what their 
classmates have to say. Each "visitor" will ask the 
presenters at least 3 questions about their
presentations. After 30 minutes the roles will be 
reversed.

Each student will have the opportunity to practice 
with the language, freely answering unrehearsed 
original questions about their work. They will also 
have the opportunity to pass on cultural content to 
their classmates.



Time of lesson: 80 
minutes

Objective: students will 
perfect their written 
projects and will record 
their oral summaries of 
the presentations

Students will get the final 
draft of their presentations 
ready for sending to the 
embassy along with a 
recording with a summary of 
their work using
https://info.flip.com/en-
us.html

For those students who 
already completed their 
projects during the previous 
day, teacher can 
offer additional work with an 
authentic video on how to 
pack a suitcase so that 
everything fits.
7 trucchi per fare la valigia -
Kudos 09/11/2017 -
Bing video
This information could be 
added to the recording as a 
bonus feature.

https://info.flip.com/en-us.html
https://info.flip.com/en-us.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=youtube+adolescente+prepara+valigia&docid=603520111453481945&mid=797AE8886E49BEC68FB4797AE8886E49BEC68FB4&view=detail&FORM=VDRVRV&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=youtube+adolescente+prepara+valigia&docid=603520111453481945&mid=797AE8886E49BEC68FB4797AE8886E49BEC68FB4&view=detail&FORM=VDRVRV&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=youtube+adolescente+prepara+valigia&docid=603520111453481945&mid=797AE8886E49BEC68FB4797AE8886E49BEC68FB4&view=detail&FORM=VDRVRV&ajaxhist=0


I hold a Master of Arts in 
Methodologies and Didactic of Modern 
World Languages with a major in 
English and minors in German and 
Italian.
I have been teaching Italian as a world 
language in a public high school for 18 
years. I also teach Italian to adults who 
want to larn for several reasons. 
Throughout the years I have grown as a 
teacher and am constantly 
experimenting with new techniques 
and tools.



References/Resources:

Textbook: Glisan, Eileen W, and Richard Donato. Enacting the Work of Language
Instruction: High Leverage Teaching Practices. Vol. 1, American Council
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 2016

▪ https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.it
▪ Quizlet.com
▪ Blooket.com
▪ QRCode Monkey - Il Generatore Gratuito di QR Code Personalizzati (qrcode-monkey.com)
▪ Surveymonkey.com
▪ www.travel365.it
▪ www.climieviaggi.it
▪ Classtools.net
▪ Google.com for photos
▪ Flipgrid.com

https://italianoperstranieri.loescher.it
https://www.qrcode-monkey.com/it/
http://www.travel365.it
https://www.climieviaggi.it/clima/italia
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